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About This Course
Sustainable Cities & Urban Development answers the defining question of this century: how do cities grow

without destroying the systems they depend on? Modules cover the urban sustainability challenge and its

costs, what sustainable cities actually are and how progress is measured, the core pillars of design (land use,

mobility, green infrastructure, inclusion), enabling systems of governance and finance, co-creation with

communities, financing and implementation, and global practices in action — ending with a capstone on

your own city initiative.

Course information

Course Sustainable Cities & Urban Development

Instructor Arch. Mariam Haile

Level Beginner

Structure 7 modules · 27 lessons · 8 weeks

Assessment Module quizzes (pass mark 60%) and a final test (pass mark 80%). Certificate issued
on final success, verifiable at acla.io/verify.

What you will be able to do
1. Explain and apply the core concepts of the urban sustainability challenge.

2. Explain and apply the core concepts of foundations: what is a sustainable city?.

3. Explain and apply the core concepts of core pillars of sustainable city design.

4. Explain and apply the core concepts of enabling systems: governance, finance & technology.

5. Explain and apply the core concepts of capstone project & course assessment.

6. Explain and apply the core concepts of co-creation and community engagement.

How to use this study guide
This guide is the complete companion to the Tapi Learn mobile course. Each chapter corresponds to one

course module and reproduces every lesson in full, including the key takeaways. Read a lesson in the app,

then revisit the same text here to revise; the structure and headings match the in-app lesson reader. After

finishing a module, take the module quiz in the app (60% to pass), and after all modules, the final test (80%

to pass) to earn your verified ACLA certificate of completion.

Module 1: The Urban Sustainability Challenge
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Four interlocking pressures define the urban sustainability challenge: Climate change: cities are both major

emitters and, due to heat islands, coastal exposure, and dense populations, among the most

climate-vulnerable places on Earth. Extreme heat, flooding, and sea-level rise increasingly threaten urban

infrastructure and lives.

3 lessons · 6m

1.1 Why Cities Are the Frontline of Sustainability
Four interlocking pressures define the urban sustainability challenge: Climate change: cities are both major

emitters and, due to heat islands, coastal exposure, and dense populations, among the most

climate-vulnerable places on Earth. Extreme heat, flooding, and sea-level rise increasingly threaten urban

infrastructure and lives. Rapid, often unplanned growth: many fast-growing cities in low- and middle-income

countries are expanding faster than their governments can extend water, sanitation, transport, and housing

services, resulting in sprawling informal settlements with limited access to basic services. Inequality and

exclusion: the benefits of urban growth are frequently captured unevenly. Informal workers, women, persons

with disabilities, and low-income households often face the greatest exposure to pollution, disaster risk, and

displacement while having the least influence over planning decisions. Resource and infrastructure strain:

aging or absent infrastructure for energy, water, waste, and mobility drives inefficiency, environmental

degradation, and rising costs of urban life, particularly in cities that have grown without integrated long-term

planning.

1.2 The Cost of Business as Usual
Left unaddressed, these pressures compound one another. Congested, car-dependent cities lock in decades of

emissions through the infrastructure choices made today. Unplanned peripheral expansion consumes

agricultural land and natural habitat while raising the cost of extending services. Climate shocks

disproportionately displace and impoverish residents of informal settlements, who are the least able to absorb

the resulting losses. The World Bank and partner institutions estimate that climate impacts could push tens of

millions of additional people into poverty within the next decade, with urban populations in flood- and

heat-exposed regions among the most affected. Conversely, cities that plan proactively for compact growth,

low-carbon mobility, resilient infrastructure, and inclusive housing can decouple economic growth from

resource consumption and emissions, while improving public health, safety, and quality of life. This is the

premise of the sustainable cities agenda: sustainability is not a constraint on urban prosperity, but the

precondition for it over the long term.

1.3 A Whole-System View
Because urban challenges are interconnected, sustainable city practice increasingly rejects narrow,

single-sector fixes in favor of whole-system thinking. A new transit line affects land values and housing

affordability; a housing policy affects commuting patterns and emissions; a stormwater project affects public

space, health, and property values. Throughout this course, you will be encouraged to view each topic — land

use, mobility, green infrastructure, housing, governance — not as an isolated technical domain, but as one

lever within an interdependent urban system.
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Module 2: Foundations: What Is a Sustainable City?
A shared vocabulary of design concepts recurs across sustainable city practice worldwide: Compact,

connected growth: concentrating development along transit corridors and within existing urban footprints,

rather than low-density sprawl, to reduce infrastructure costs, travel distances, and land consumption.

2 lessons · 4m

2.1 Core Design Concepts
A shared vocabulary of design concepts recurs across sustainable city practice worldwide: Compact,

connected growth: concentrating development along transit corridors and within existing urban footprints,

rather than low-density sprawl, to reduce infrastructure costs, travel distances, and land consumption. Mixed

use and the 15-minute city: designing neighborhoods so that daily needs — work, school, shopping,

healthcare, recreation — are reachable by foot, bicycle, or short transit trip, reducing car dependence and

building community life. Resilience: the capacity of urban systems, institutions, and communities to

anticipate, absorb, and recover from shocks and stresses — from floods and heatwaves to economic

disruption — while adapting and transforming over time. Circularity: shifting from linear

'take-make-dispose' resource flows toward circular systems that reduce, reuse, and recycle materials, water,

and energy within the urban economy. Inclusion and the right to the city: ensuring that all residents,

regardless of income, gender, age, ability, or legal status, have a genuine voice in shaping their city and

equitable access to its opportunities and public spaces.

2.2 Measuring Progress
Because sustainability spans so many domains, cities and their partners rely on structured indicator sets to

track progress and compare performance over time. Commonly used indicators include per-capita

greenhouse gas emissions, share of trips made by walking, cycling, and public transit, percentage of the

population within safe access to green public space, share of housing that is affordable to median-income

households, and the proportion of solid waste that is safely collected and processed. No single indicator

captures sustainability on its own; meaningful monitoring combines environmental, social, and economic

measures and tracks them consistently over time so that trends — not just snapshots — can guide decisions.

Module 3: Core Pillars of Sustainable City Design
Foundational unit — recommended starting point Land use planning is the foundation on which every other

sustainability outcome is built.

4 lessons · 9m
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3.1 Land Use, Compact Growth & Integrated Urban Planning
Foundational unit — recommended starting point Land use planning is the foundation on which every other

sustainability outcome is built. Decisions about where housing, jobs, infrastructure, and green space are

located determine how far people must travel, how efficiently services can be delivered, and how much

natural land is consumed by urban expansion. Sustainable land use planning favors compact, connected, and

mixed-use development over dispersed, single-use sprawl. Growth is directed toward areas already served by

infrastructure and public transport — an approach often called transit-oriented development — rather than

onto the urban periphery, where new roads, pipes, and power lines must be built from scratch and where

residents become dependent on private vehicles for every trip. Urban growth boundaries and infill policies

limit outward sprawl and direct new development to vacant or underused land within the existing city

footprint. Zoning reform that permits mixed-use, higher-density development near transit corridors increases

the number of people who can live within walking distance of jobs and services. Participatory master

planning engages residents — including informal settlement communities, who are often excluded from

formal planning — in setting priorities for land use, public space, and infrastructure investment. Land value

capture mechanisms allow cities to recoup a share of the land value increases generated by public

infrastructure investment and reinvest it in further sustainable development.

3.2 Sustainable Mobility & Low-Carbon Transport
Transport is typically the largest or second-largest source of urban greenhouse gas emissions, and the way a

city moves people shapes nearly everything else about it — air quality, public health, land values, and social

equity. Sustainable mobility strategies aim to shift trips away from private, fossil-fuel vehicles toward

walking, cycling, and high-quality public transport, while ensuring that transport systems are affordable, safe,

and accessible to all residents. The mobility hierarchy widely used in sustainable transport planning

prioritizes active and shared modes over private vehicle use: walking and cycling first, followed by public

transport, shared mobility, and finally private vehicles — with private car use treated as the mode to be

managed and reduced, not maximized. Complete streets designs allocate road space to pedestrians, cyclists,

and transit riders, not only private vehicles, improving safety and access for all users. Integrated fare and

information systems make it easy to combine walking, cycling, and transit into a single seamless trip. Parking

and congestion management policies — such as congestion pricing, reduced minimum parking requirements,

and low-emission zones — discourage unnecessary car trips and free up street space for other uses.

Electrification of buses, taxis, and municipal fleets reduces local air pollution and emissions even where

mode shift takes longer to achieve.
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3.3 Green Infrastructure, Climate Resilience & Nature-Based Solutions
Green and blue infrastructure — parks, urban forests, wetlands, permeable surfaces, and restored waterways

— delivers many of the same services as conventional 'grey' infrastructure, often at lower cost and with

added co-benefits for health, biodiversity, and community life. Nature-based solutions are increasingly

central to how cities manage flooding, extreme heat, and other climate risks. Urban tree canopy and green

roofs reduce the urban heat island effect, which can raise city temperatures several degrees above

surrounding rural areas, and lower cooling energy demand in buildings. Sponge city and sustainable drainage

systems use permeable pavement, bioswales, and restored wetlands to absorb stormwater, reducing flood risk

while recharging groundwater. Coastal and riverine buffers such as restored mangroves and floodplains

protect low-lying and coastal cities from storm surge and sea-level rise while supporting biodiversity and

local livelihoods. Urban agriculture and food systems strengthen local food security, reduce transport

emissions, and can transform vacant land into productive, community-managed green space. Climate

resilience also depends on early warning systems, updated building and infrastructure codes that reflect

current and projected climate risk, and disaster risk reduction planning that identifies which populations and

assets are most exposed. Because climate-driven disasters displace people, disrupt services, and damage

schools and health facilities, resilience planning should explicitly consider vulnerable groups — including

children, older residents, and people with disabilities — who are often least able to recover from shocks on

their own.

3.4 Inclusive Housing, Social Equity & Community Participation
Housing is where sustainability and equity intersect most directly. A city can achieve low emissions and

resilient infrastructure and still fail its sustainability mandate if growth displaces low-income residents,

entrenches segregation, or leaves large populations in informal settlements without secure tenure or basic

services. Inclusive housing strategies pursue affordability, security of tenure, and access to services together,

rather than treating them as separate problems. This includes protecting existing affordable housing stock

from displacement pressure as neighborhoods improve, expanding the supply of housing near jobs and

transit across a range of price points, and formally recognizing and upgrading informal settlements —

extending water, sanitation, and electricity service and, where possible, tenure security — rather than

displacing residents. In-situ upgrading of informal settlements improves infrastructure and services with

minimal displacement, in contrast to clearance-and-relocation approaches that often push low-income

residents to the urban periphery, far from jobs. Inclusionary housing policies require or incentivize a share of

affordable units within new market-rate development, helping to maintain economically mixed

neighborhoods. Participatory budgeting and planning give residents direct influence over how public

investment is allocated in their neighborhoods, strengthening trust and improving outcomes. Universal design

standards ensure that housing, streets, and public buildings are accessible to people with disabilities and older

residents, not as an afterthought but as a design requirement.

Module 4: Enabling Systems: Governance, Finance &
Technology
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Sustainable outcomes depend on clear institutional mandates, coordination across government levels and

sectors, and genuine opportunities for public participation.

4 lessons · 8m

4.1 Governance and Institutions
Sustainable outcomes depend on clear institutional mandates, coordination across government levels and

sectors, and genuine opportunities for public participation. Many sustainability failures are not technical but

institutional: a transport agency and a housing agency plan independently and produce contradictory

outcomes; a national ministry sets standards that municipal governments lack the budget or authority to

implement; or a plan is adopted without the community buy-in needed to sustain it politically. Multi-level

coordination mechanisms align national policy, regional planning, and municipal implementation, since

climate and infrastructure challenges rarely respect administrative boundaries. Cross-sector integration

bodies bring together transport, housing, environment, and finance departments so that plans reinforce rather

than undermine one another. Transparent, participatory processes build the public trust and political

durability that long-term sustainability plans require to survive changes in leadership.

4.2 Financing Sustainable Cities
Sustainable infrastructure is capital-intensive, and financing gaps are among the most common barriers to

implementation, particularly in rapidly growing, lower-income cities. Cities and their national partners draw

on a widening toolkit of financing mechanisms: Municipal finance reform — including stronger local

revenue collection through property taxes and user fees — builds the fiscal base needed for cities to borrow

responsibly and invest. Green and sustainability-linked bonds allow cities to raise capital markets financing

earmarked for low-carbon and resilient infrastructure, often at favorable terms. Land value capture

instruments such as betterment levies and development charges convert the value created by public

investment into funding for further public benefit. Blended and concessional finance from multilateral

development banks and climate funds can de-risk early-stage sustainable infrastructure projects and crowd in

private capital. Public-private partnerships can accelerate delivery of transit, water, and waste infrastructure

when structured with strong public oversight and clear risk allocation.

4.3 Data, Digital Tools & Smart City Technology
Digital tools increasingly underpin sustainable city management, from real-time transit information and

traffic management to smart metering of water and electricity and satellite-based monitoring of green cover

and flood risk. Digital and 'smart city' technologies are most effective when treated as tools in service of

clearly defined sustainability and equity goals, rather than as ends in themselves — a citywide sensor network

delivers little public value if the data it generates does not inform better decisions or improve services for

residents, particularly those with the least access to digital infrastructure. Open data platforms allow

researchers, civic technologists, and residents to hold governments accountable and contribute to planning

and monitoring. Digital service delivery can improve access to permits, payments, and public services,

provided it is paired with offline alternatives so that residents without connectivity are not excluded.

Predictive and monitoring tools using satellite imagery and sensor networks help cities track deforestation,

flood risk, air quality, and informal settlement growth over time.
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4.4 Common Threads Across Contexts
Sustained political commitment: each example reflects strategies pursued consistently over many years or

decades, not single projects or election cycles. Integration over isolation: transport, land use, housing, and

environmental goals were pursued together, reinforcing one another rather than working at cross purposes.

Context-appropriate solutions: each city matched its strategy to its own resources, geography, and

institutional capacity rather than importing an unmodified model from elsewhere. Community engagement:

durable outcomes depended on residents' participation and buy-in, not only technical design.

Module 5: Capstone Project & Course Assessment
Prepare a Sustainable City Action Plan of approximately 1,500–2,500 words (or an equivalent presentation)

that includes the following components: Context and challenge (Module 1): describe your chosen place and

the two or three most pressing sustainability challenges it faces.

2 lessons · 4m

5.1 Capstone Project Brief
Prepare a Sustainable City Action Plan of approximately 1,500–2,500 words (or an equivalent presentation)

that includes the following components: Context and challenge (Module 1): describe your chosen place and

the two or three most pressing sustainability challenges it faces. Vision and framework alignment (Module

2): state a vision for the place and identify which SDG 11 targets or New Urban Agenda principles it

addresses. Core interventions (Module 3): propose specific, feasible interventions across at least two of the

four core pillars — land use, mobility, green infrastructure, or housing. Enabling systems (Module 4):

identify the governance arrangements, financing sources, and any digital tools needed to implement your

proposals. Precedent (Module 5): reference at least one relevant global or regional practice and explain why

it is applicable to your context. Monitoring: propose two or three indicators you would track to know whether

your plan is working.

5.2 Course Completion
You have completed the Sustainable Cities course once you have worked through Modules 1–5, completed

the knowledge checks, and submitted or presented your capstone action plan. Because this is a self-paced

course, there is no fixed timeline — take the time you need with each module, and revisit earlier sections as

your capstone project develops. Many learners find it useful to select their capstone place at the start of the

course and take notes for it as they move through each module.

Module 6: Co-Creation and Community Engagement
Arnstein's Ladder of Participation distinguishes genuine collaboration and empowerment from tokenistic

informing and consultation. A rigorous stakeholder map based on interest and influence should guide the

intensity and design of engagement for each group. Underrepresented groups are usually absent because of

structural barriers, not lack of interest — inclusive design must actively remove those
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6 lessons · 26m

6.1 The Ladder of Participation
Not all engagement is equal. Urban planning theorist Sherry Arnstein's influential "Ladder of Citizen

Participation" (1969) remains the clearest tool for distinguishing genuine co-creation from its imitations. The

ladder ranges from non-participation (manipulation, therapy) through degrees of tokenism (informing,

consultation, placation) to genuine citizen power (partnership, delegated power, citizen control). The

practical lesson for practitioners is not that every project must reach full citizen control — resource, safety,

and technical constraints are real — but that project teams should be explicit and honest about which rung

they are operating on, and should aim to move as high up the ladder as the context allows. A project that is

marketed as "community-led" but that only informs residents of decisions already made is a form of

manipulation that erodes trust for future engagement. Informing: one-way communication of decisions

already made (low rung — necessary but not sufficient). Consulting: gathering feedback on a proposal,

without a binding commitment to act on it. Involving: working directly with stakeholders throughout the

process to ensure concerns are understood and reflected. Collaborating: partnering with stakeholders in each

aspect of the decision, including development of alternatives and identification of preferred solutions.

Empowering: placing final decision-making authority in the hands of stakeholders (e.g., participatory

budgeting with binding votes).

Effective co-creation begins with a rigorous stakeholder map — a structured inventory of who has an interest

in, is affected by, or holds influence over an initiative. A useful mapping exercise plots stakeholders along

two axes: level of interest in the issue, and level of influence over its outcome. This produces four broad

groups requiring different engagement strategies: High interest, high influence — engage as core partners in

co-design (e.g., neighborhood associations, local business coalitions, relevant government departments). High

interest, low influence — keep closely informed and create channels for their voice to reach decision-makers

(e.g., individual residents, informal vendors). Low interest, high influence — keep satisfied and aware, since

their support can unlock resources or approvals (e.g., city council members, utility companies). Low interest,

low influence — monitor with light-touch communication. Special attention must be paid to groups that are

systematically under-represented in conventional planning processes: women, youth, older adults, persons

with disabilities, informal workers, migrants, indigenous communities, and low-income residents. Their

absence from a stakeholder map is not evidence of low interest — it is usually evidence of structural barriers

to participation, such as inconvenient meeting times, inaccessible venues, language barriers, or simple

distrust born of past exclusion. Inclusive engagement design proactively removes these barriers rather than

waiting for underrepresented groups to seek a seat at the table.
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6.2 Tools and Methods for Co-Creation
A wide toolkit exists for genuine co-creation. The right tool depends on the scale of the decision, the time

available, and the digital access of the community involved. Participatory budgeting: residents directly

decide how to allocate a defined portion of public funds, typically through a structured cycle of idea

collection, feasibility review, and public voting. Design charrettes: intensive, multi-day collaborative design

workshops that bring together residents, officials, and technical experts to jointly sketch solutions to a

defined design problem. Living labs: real-world testing environments where residents, researchers,

businesses, and government co-develop and iterate on solutions (e.g., a pilot green street redesigned

collaboratively and refined based on resident feedback). Community asset mapping: a facilitated process in

which residents identify the physical, social, and cultural assets already present in their community, shifting

the frame from deficits to strengths. Digital participation platforms: online tools for idea submission,

mapping, and voting that extend reach beyond those who can attend in-person meetings, provided they are

paired with offline options to avoid excluding residents without reliable internet access. Youth and

school-based engagement: structured programs that give young people a genuine role in shaping decisions

that will affect the city they will inherit.

Nature-based solutions (NbS) use natural or engineered ecological systems to address urban challenges that

were traditionally solved with "grey" infrastructure alone. NbS frequently deliver co-benefits — cooling,

biodiversity, recreation, mental health, and social cohesion — that grey infrastructure cannot match, and they

can often be delivered at lower capital cost and with stronger community ownership when residents are

engaged in their design and stewardship. Urban tree canopy and green corridors: reduce the urban heat island

effect, improve air quality, and provide shaded, walkable public space. Bioswales and rain gardens: manage

stormwater at the source, reducing flood risk and pollution of waterways while creating attractive green

streetscapes. Constructed and restored wetlands: buffer coastal and riverine flooding, filter pollutants, and

support biodiversity. Green and blue roofs: reduce building energy demand, manage rainfall, and can be

co-designed with residents for food production or shared amenity space. Urban agriculture and community

gardens: strengthen food security and provide a direct, tangible entry point for community co-management

of green space.

6.3 Principles of Climate-Resilient Design
Climate-resilient infrastructure is designed not for historical climate patterns but for the range of future

conditions a city is likely to face, including more intense heat, heavier rainfall events, and, in many contexts,

sea-level rise. Several principles recur across resilient design practice: Redundancy: avoid single points of

failure — for example, multiple drainage pathways rather than one storm drain serving an entire district.

Flexibility and modularity: design systems that can be upgraded incrementally as climate projections are

refined, rather than locking in a single fixed design life. Multi-functionality: design public space and

infrastructure to serve more than one purpose (a park that is also a flood retention basin; a shaded plaza that

is also a community cooling center during heat waves). Decentralization: distributed energy, water, and waste

systems are typically more resilient to shocks than single centralized systems. Local and traditional

knowledge integration: long-time residents often hold detailed memory of historical flood lines, drainage

patterns, and seasonal risk that is not captured in formal hazard maps.
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Beyond green infrastructure, three additional systems are central to urban sustainability and lend themselves

strongly to co-creation: Sustainable mobility: prioritizing walking, cycling, and public transit through

co-designed street redesigns, protected bike lanes, and transit-oriented development that residents help shape

to reflect actual travel patterns and safety concerns. Distributed and renewable energy: community solar

programs and micro-grids that residents can co-invest in and co-govern, increasing both resilience and local

buy-in. Circular resource systems: community-based recycling, composting, and material reuse programs that

reduce landfill dependence while creating local livelihoods.

Co-creation does not end when a design is agreed — it must be embedded in a governance arrangement that

sustains shared decision-making over the life of an initiative. Without this, participatory input gathered at the

design stage often evaporates once implementation begins, and long-term maintenance reverts to a single

agency with no mechanism for continued community input. Multi-stakeholder governance models formalize

shared responsibility. Common arrangements include: Co-management committees: joint bodies of

government staff, resident representatives, and technical experts with ongoing authority over an asset (a park,

market, or watershed), meeting on a regular cycle to review performance and approve changes. Community

land trusts and asset stewardship structures: legal or quasi-legal vehicles that give residents formal, durable

authority over land or facilities, protecting community benefit from displacement pressures over time.

Neighborhood or district councils: elected or selected resident bodies with a defined, resourced role in local

planning and budget decisions, linked formally into the municipal governance structure. Cross-departmental

task forces: internal government structures that break down agency silos (transport, environment, housing,

finance) so that co-created initiatives are not stalled by fragmented authority.

6.4 Public-Private-People Partnerships
Traditional public-private partnerships (PPPs) bring together government and private capital or expertise, but

frequently leave residents as end-users rather than partners. A public-private-people partnership (PPPP or

4P) model deliberately adds a third, formal partner: organized residents or community institutions, with

defined roles, responsibilities, and — where possible — a share of decision-making authority and financial

benefit. Effective 4P arrangements typically specify, in writing, at least four elements: what each partner

contributes (funding, land, labor, technical expertise, local knowledge, legitimacy); what each partner

receives in return; how disputes will be resolved; and how the arrangement will be reviewed and renewed

over time. Ambiguity on any of these points is one of the most common causes of partnership breakdown.

Sustained co-creation requires government institutions to build new muscles: facilitation skills, comfort with

iterative and sometimes slower processes, and internal incentive structures that reward genuine engagement

rather than only technical output. Several practical steps help build this capacity: Dedicated engagement

roles: appointing staff (sometimes titled a community liaison, engagement officer, or — in school and

campus settings — a sustainability lead officer) whose explicit job is to sustain relationships between

government and community over time, not just during a single project's consultation window. Standing

engagement infrastructure: pre-existing relationships, contact lists, and trusted venues that can be activated

quickly, rather than starting stakeholder outreach from zero on every new project. Values-based charters: an

explicit, shared statement of the values that will guide how a governance body works together, which staff

and residents alike are asked to internalize and be held accountable to, rather than a one-off welcome

document. Feedback loops and transparency: regular, accessible reporting back to the community on what

input was received, what was adopted, and what was not — and why — which is essential for maintaining
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trust across multiple project cycles.

6.5 Municipal Finance and Innovative Financing Mechanisms
Even the best co-designed initiative will stall without a realistic financing strategy. Municipal budgets alone

are rarely sufficient to fund the scale of sustainable infrastructure most cities need, which has driven growth

in a range of complementary financing mechanisms: Green and climate bonds: debt instruments issued by

cities or utilities specifically to fund environmental or climate-resilient projects, often at favorable terms due

to strong investor demand for verified green assets. Land value capture: mechanisms that recover a portion

of the increase in land value created by public infrastructure investment (for example, a new transit line) to

help fund that same infrastructure. Blended finance: combining public or philanthropic funds with private

capital to reduce risk for private investors and unlock financing for projects with strong social or

environmental returns but uncertain commercial returns. Community investment and crowdfunding:

smaller-scale mechanisms that allow residents to directly co-invest in local projects such as community solar

or neighborhood green infrastructure, reinforcing the co-creation relationship through shared financial stake.

National and multilateral climate and development finance: grants and concessional loans from national

climate funds, multilateral development banks, and bilateral donors, frequently available for projects that

demonstrably integrate community participation and climate resilience.

Financing alone is not sufficient; the regulatory environment must also allow — and ideally reward —

sustainable, co-created development. Key policy levers include: Inclusionary zoning and land-use reform:

requiring or incentivizing affordable housing and mixed-use development, and removing regulatory barriers

to density near transit. Building codes and standards: requiring climate-resilient design, green building

certification, or minimum green infrastructure ratios in new development. Participatory planning mandates:

legal requirements for meaningful public participation at defined stages of the planning process, with

enforcement mechanisms if requirements are not met. Fiscal incentives: tax abatements, expedited

permitting, or reduced fees for projects that meet defined sustainability and community-benefit criteria.

Data and transparency requirements: open data policies that make city planning information accessible to

residents and civil society, a precondition for meaningful engagement.

6.6 Monitoring, Evaluation, and Learning
A financing and policy strategy should be paired with a clear monitoring and evaluation (M&E) framework

from the outset — not added retroactively. Effective M&E for co-created sustainability initiatives typically

tracks indicators across three categories: environmental performance (e.g., emissions avoided, green cover

added, flood incidents reduced), social outcomes (e.g., breadth and diversity of participation, resident

satisfaction, equity of benefit distribution), and process quality (e.g., how far up the participation ladder the

process actually reached, and how transparently decisions were communicated back to the community).

Sharing M&E results publicly, in accessible language, closes the feedback loop described in Module 4 and is

itself a form of ongoing co-creation: it allows residents to hold both government and partner institutions

accountable to the commitments made at the outset.

The capstone project brings together every deliverable you have produced across the course — your

sustainability concept map, stakeholder map, infrastructure brief, governance charter, and financing options

table — into a single, coherent co-creation plan. You may build the capstone around a real challenge in your
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own community, workplace, or city, or around a realistic hypothetical scenario if a real case is not readily

available. The capstone is intended as a genuinely usable planning artifact: something you could realistically

bring to a colleague, a community meeting, or a funding proposal, not simply an academic exercise.

Step 1 — Frame the Challenge: In half a page, describe the sustainability challenge you are addressing, the

place and population affected, and why it matters now. Draw on your Module 1 concept map. Step 2 — Map

the Stakeholders: Present your stakeholder map from Module 2, updated and finalized, with a clear

engagement strategy for each quadrant and specific attention to underrepresented groups. Step 3 — Design

the Intervention: Present your infrastructure or program brief from Module 3, including the

climate-resilience and nature-based design elements and their co-benefits. Step 4 — Establish Governance:

Present your governance charter from Module 4, specifying decision rights, meeting cadence, values, and

dispute resolution. Step 5 — Secure Financing: Present your financing options table from Module 5, with a

recommended primary mechanism and at least one complementary source. Step 6 — Define Success:

Propose 4–6 monitoring indicators spanning environmental, social, and process-quality dimensions, with a

plan for how results will be shared publicly. Step 7 — Sequence the Plan: Provide a simple phased timeline

(e.g., Phase 1: engagement and design; Phase 2: financing and approvals; Phase 3: implementation; Phase 4:

co-management and evaluation) — described in phases, not fixed calendar dates, since implementation

timing varies by context.

Module 7: Financing and Implementation
Sustainable urban financing begins with strengthening a city's own revenue base, since reliance on

unpredictable transfers or one-off grants undermines long-term planning.

6 lessons · 12m

7.1 Municipal Revenue and Own-Source Finance
Sustainable urban financing begins with strengthening a city's own revenue base, since reliance on

unpredictable transfers or one-off grants undermines long-term planning. Property taxation is, in most

contexts, the single most important potential source of stable, broad-based local revenue, though many cities

under-collect relative to their potential due to outdated valuations or weak enforcement. User charges and

fees for services such as water, waste collection, and parking link revenue directly to service costs,

supporting both cost recovery and more efficient use of services. Land value capture instruments —

betterment levies, development charges, and sale or lease of publicly owned land near new infrastructure —

allow cities to recoup and reinvest the value that public investment creates.
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7.2 External and Market-Based Finance
Where own-source revenue is insufficient to fund large infrastructure investments, cities and national

governments draw on a range of external financing instruments: Intergovernmental transfers and grants from

national government remain the largest single source of urban infrastructure finance in most developing

countries. Municipal borrowing and bonds — including green and sustainability-linked bonds — allow

creditworthy cities to raise capital markets financing for long-lived infrastructure assets, matching repayment

to the useful life of the investment. Development bank and concessional finance from multilateral and

bilateral institutions can fund projects with strong development returns that are not yet commercially

bankable, often paired with technical assistance to strengthen institutional capacity. Public-private

partnerships can mobilize private capital and operational expertise for infrastructure and services, provided

contracts are structured with clear risk allocation, robust regulation, and strong public oversight to protect

affordability and service quality.

7.3 Implementation Arrangements
Financing must be paired with implementation systems capable of turning funds into results: competent

procurement, transparent contracting, effective project management, and safeguards against corruption and

elite capture. Common implementation models include dedicated project implementation units for large or

complex investments, phased or programmatic approaches that build capacity over successive projects, and

results-based financing that ties disbursement to verified outputs or outcomes rather than inputs alone.

Effective monitoring combines indicators across the domains covered in Module 3 — economic,

infrastructure, environmental, and social — tracked consistently over time so that trends, not single

snapshots, inform decisions. Output and outcome indicators: outputs measure what was delivered (kilometers

of road paved, households connected to water); outcomes measure the resulting change (travel time saved,

reduction in waterborne disease) — strong monitoring tracks both. Baseline data and disaggregation:

indicators disaggregated by income, gender, and location reveal whether the benefits of urban development

are reaching the populations most in need, not only citywide averages. Independent evaluation: periodic

evaluation by parties outside the implementing agency strengthens the credibility of results and surfaces

lessons that internal reporting may overlook.

7.4 Common Lessons Across Contexts
Institutions matter as much as capital: financing without capable planning, procurement, and maintenance

systems rarely produces durable results. Sequencing matters: foundational reforms — land governance,

revenue systems, basic planning capacity — typically need to precede large-scale infrastructure investment to

sustain it. Community engagement improves durability: programs that build on residents' own organization

and knowledge tend to outlast externally imposed interventions. Monitoring enables course correction:

strategies that are tracked and adjusted over time consistently outperform those implemented once and left

unevaluated.
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7.5 Capstone Project Brief
Prepare a Sustainable Urban Development Strategy of approximately 1,500–2,500 words (or an equivalent

presentation) that includes the following components: Context and diagnosis (Module 1): describe your

chosen place and assess whether its urbanization has been matched by institutional, financial, and

infrastructure development. Institutional and policy assessment (Module 2): identify the key governance gaps

or strengths — land governance, multi-level coordination, or institutional capacity — that most affect

outcomes. Priority interventions (Module 3): propose specific, feasible interventions across at least two of

the four core domains — economic development, infrastructure, environment, or social inclusion. Financing

and implementation plan (Module 4): identify realistic financing sources and the implementation

arrangements needed to deliver your proposals. Precedent (Module 5): reference at least one relevant global

or regional practice and explain its relevance to your context. Monitoring framework: propose three to five

output and outcome indicators you would track to assess progress.

7.6 Course Completion
You have completed the Sustainable Urban Development course once you have worked through Modules

1–5, completed the knowledge checks, and submitted or presented your capstone strategy. Because this is a

self-paced course, there is no fixed timeline — take the time you need with each module, and revisit earlier

sections as your capstone develops. Many learners find it useful to select their capstone place at the start of

the course and take notes for it as they move through each module.

Final Assessment & Certificate
The final test draws on questions from every module. The pass mark is 80%. When you pass, Tapi Learn

issues a certificate of completion bearing your name, the course title, your final score, a unique certificate

number and the signature of the CEO of the Pan African Network for Climate Action (PANFCA). Each

certificate carries a verification URL (acla.io/verify/<number>) so employers and partners can confirm its

authenticity. You can download the certificate as a PDF directly from the app at any time, and your progress

and certificates are backed up to the cloud under your email address.

The Africa Climate Leadership Academy (ACLA) is a pan-African education initiative of the Pan African

Network for Climate Action. All Tapi Learn courses are free. Learn more at https://acla.io and get the app at

https://acla.io/tapi-learn.


